Dear Friends in Christ,
At Christmas, we celebrated the birth of Jesus. His birth brought joy to the world. Reconciling heaven and earth, his birth gives us a second birth.
Many children never get a birthday. They are aborted before they are born. The joy of a birth becomes a lifetime of hurt.
Abortion was legalized in 1973. The Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade made it legal to abort a child anytime up to the moment of birth for any reason. Since January 22, 1973, over fifty-three million American children have been aborted.
Our seven bishops of Florida, on the 39th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade, wrote, “While we are saddened that another year passes without our nation redressing the great wrong of Roe v. Wade, which made abortion legal at any time before birth, we are encouraged by the actions of the 2011 Florida legislature that passed a record number of bills regulating abortion practices.
“Many crisis pregnancy centers now have ultrasound machines which reveal to a woman the truth and beauty of the unique individual created in her womb, a gift from God. As the woman in 2 Maccabees 7:1, 22, 23 eloquently speaks: ‘It was not I who gave you the breath of life, nor was it I who set in order the elements of which each of you is composed….it is the Creator of the universe who shapes each man’s beginning, as he brings about the origin of everything’.”
Pope Benedict XVI said, “In the moral conscience, God speaks to each one and invites him to defend human life at all time. In this personal bond with the Creator lies the profound dignity of the moral conscience and the reason for its inviolability.”
The church offers pastoral care through Project Rachel and Rachel’s Vineyard, nationally recognized confidential programs approved by the Catholic Church, to women, men and family members affected by procured abortion (TOLL FREE 888-456-4673 http://hopeafterabortion.org). Those who have suffered because of the choices they regret should not despair because God’s mercy heals all wounds, even those sins we may consider “unforgiveable.”
The good news of Christmas extends beyond December 25. Christ came as a vulnerable child. Because he loves us, he died on the cross. The Church stands up for mothers and fathers and their unborn children. God created us in love. Christ redeemed us in love.
In Christ,
Father David

PS Please join me to pray the Rosary for Life on this Sunday afternoon, January 22. We will walk around Avalon Lake (the lake in downtown Avalon Park) in prayer and solidarity to end abortion. We will gather at 1:45pm on the corner across from Avalon Perks (at the intersection of Avalon Park West Blvd. and Avalon Lake Dr.).  Rosaries and Pro-Life Rosary prayer guides will be available.
