Dear Friends in Christ,
There’s something about Mary and this time of the year.
The Immaculate Conception on December 8 is so important to our faith that it is a holy day of obligation. We attend Mass.
On December 12, we honor another title of Mary. Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, is the patroness of the Americas and Mexico. More on that next week.
Without Mary, there would be no Christmas. We hear stories of Mary and the baby Jesus, Mary and shepherds, and Mary and magi. The first day of the year, January 1, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. 
During Advent preparing for Christmas, there is so much Mary that we can safely say, “Have a ‘Mary’ Christmas!”
Maximilian Kolbe, our patron saint, had a great devotion to Mary, the Immaculate Conception. About the time of his First Communion, about age nine, he was boisterous child. One day his mother cried out, “My child, what’s to become of you?” 
From that day, he changed. Maximilian became solemn. He knelt often at the family’s little altar dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. His mother finally asked him, “What happened?”
What had happened was that after his mother had cried, “What’s to become of you?” Maximilian prayed to the Madonna to tell him what he would become. 
“One day in church I begged her again,” Maximilian wrote, “and she appeared to me, holding two crowns, the one white, the other red. The white meant that I would stay pure, the red that I would be a martyr. She asked me if I wanted them. 
“I replied, ‘Yes, I do want them.’ Then the Madonna looked tenderly at me, and she disappeared.” 
Red is the crown of martyrs for those who die for the Lord. White is the crown of saints for those who live for the Lord.
Maximilian publisheda newspaper called the Immaculata that reached a circulation of a million copies. He started an organization called the Knights of the Immaculata. He is known as the Saint of the Immaculata.
Dying for the Lord, he laid down his life for another man in the Nazi Auschwitz concentration camp during World War II.
Maximilian wore both the red crown of martyrs and the white crown of the saints. He lived for the Lord and he died for the Lord. His life and death were shaped by his devotion to Mary, the Immaculate Conception.
Mary, the Immaculate Conception, is the patroness of the United States. The Catholic cathedral in Washington, D.C., is named for her.
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is Thursday, December 8. The Mass at 7:00 p.m. It is in English and Spanish.
As it is a holy day of obligation, you are required to attend Mass. Or more gently described, it is a holy day of opportunity. It is an opportunity to honor Mary and celebrate our salvation in Christ.
In Christ,
Father David

PS December 12 is the feast of Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe. She is the patroness of the Americas and Mexico. After the Mass in Spanish at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 11, there will be music and fellowship in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe. All are welcome!
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