Dear Friends in Christ,
The prophet Isaiah tells us how the Lord is like a vineyard owner. 
“I planted a vineyard in fertile ground. I spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest vines.”
Yet instead of a crop of grapes, it yielded wild grapes. Instead of justice, it yielded bloodshed (Isaiah 5:1-7).
Hark, the outcry!
I gave you the most wondrous sign of my love, and you took the unborn infant’s life.
I gave you the sacrifice of married love, a witness to my love for you, and you twisted it into convenience.
I gave you a beautiful body, and you made it into an object to exploit.
I gave you the mind to heal sickness, and you used it to 
I gave you the heart to love even the stranger, and you deported him.
I gave you the brilliance to create, and you made weapons to destroy.
I gave you hands to help, and you used them to take more than you needed while countless others go hungry.
In the Gospel, Jesus takes Isaiah’s parable one step further. He put himself into the story.
In Jesus’ version, the Son of the vineyard owner is sent to save the vineyard. But when the evil tenants saw the Son, “They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him” (Matthew 21:33-43).
Woe to those who kill Him in the unborn child. Woe to those who forget the old man because he is not useful and the person with a disability denied treatment. Woe to the vengeful who put prisoners to death.
But to those who repent and embrace life, you have reason to rejoice. Through the Son, you find the truth, beauty and love that God desires for all. The vineyard can bear good fruit.
We celebrate Respect Life Sunday on the first October of each year. The lives of the most vulnerable are precious to the Lord God, the vineyard owner. In protecting and preserving human life, we let God save our own.
	In Christ,

PS Look for the Pack-n-Play in the school lobby where you can drop off your donations to JMJ Life Center.  They need everything from baby formula and diapers to car seats and cribs.
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