Dear Friends in Christ,
When Pope Benedict visited World Youth Day in Spain last month, he did more than celebrate Mass for over a million youth from 193 countries.
“The economy cannot be measured by the maximum profit but by the common good,” Benedict told journalists on the plane taking him to Madrid. “The economy cannot function only with mercantile self-regulation but needs an ethical reason in order to work for man,” the Pope said.
Still struggling from the Great Recession, unemployment in Orlando is over 10%. Bishop Stephen Blaire, the Chairman of the U.S. Bishops’ Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development, wrote a Labor Day letter naming more signs of a broken economy:
About 14 million workers are unemployed. There are currently more than four jobless workers for every job opening. Many more have given up looking for employment.
There are increasing numbers of children (more than 15 million) and families living in poverty. This does not mean they lack the newest video game, it means they lack the resources to provide the basics of food, shelter, clothing and other necessities.
Educated young workers graduate with substantial debt and few or no job prospects. Millions more, without college or specialized training, are pushed to the margins of economic life. Almost half of the unemployed have been jobless for over six months, and many have given up hope of finding new work.
Our nation faces unsustainable deficits and growing debt that will burden our children for decades to come.
Gaps in wealth and income are growing between the relatively affluent few and the many who are struggling.
“These failures and challenges are not just economic,” Bishop Stockton wrote, “but also ethical.”
Writing as pastors and teachers, not experts or partisans, our bishops acknowledge the duty to get our financial house in order. They offer a clear moral criterion: “put poor and vulnerable people first.”
“A just framework for future budgets cannot rely on disproportionate cuts in essential services to poor persons. It requires shared sacrifice by all, including raising adequate revenues, eliminating unnecessary military and other spending, and addressing the long-term costs of health insurance and retirement programs fairly.”
Our bishops teach that a moral measure of this budget debate is “…how those who are jobless, hungry, homeless, or poor are treated. Their voices are too often missing in these debates, but they have the most compelling moral claim on our consciences and our common resources.”
The bishops are disturbed how little discussion there is to get people back to work. Citing the Catechism, "Unemployment almost always wounds its victim’s dignity and threatens the equilibrium of his life. Besides the harm done to him personally, it entails many risks for his family" (no. 2436).
Pope John Paul II called for a "society of work, enterprise and participation" which "is not directed against the market, but demands that the market be appropriately controlled by the forces of society and by the state to assure that the basic needs of the whole society are satisfied (Centesimus Annus, no. 35).
It’s not just the economy that is in trouble. It’s our ethics.
In Christ,
Father David

PS You can read the complete Labor Day letter at www.usccb.com. The U.S. bishops’ website also has profound reflections, in English and Spanish, on the tragedy and healing of September 11.
