Dear Friends in Christ,
On August 14, we celebrate the feastday of our patron saint, Saint Maximilian Kolbe. It is also the fifth anniversary of our parish founded on August 14, 2006.
Saints are remembered by the church on the day that they died. More important than the date of their birth on earth is the date of their birth into heaven. This is how Maximilian Kolbe was born into heaven.

Before his martyrdom, he had already led a holy life. Born in 1894 into a poor family in Poland, Raymond Kolbe joined the Conventual Franciscan Order as a teenager and took the name Maximilian. 


After ordination, he founded a monastery near Warsaw that eventually grew to 800 friars, the largest in the world at the time. He founded a monastery in Japan and another in India. Promoting veneration of the Immaculate Virgin Mary, he founded a radio station and a newspaper that had a million subscribers across Europe.

In 1939 the Nazi panzers overran Poland with deadly speed. The monastery in Niepokalanow was severely bombed. Kolbe and his friars were arrested, then released in less than three months, on the feast of the Immaculate Conception.

In 1941 he was arrested again. The events are recorded in the sworn testimonials of former inmates of the Auschwitz concentration camp, collected as part of the beatification proceedings.

Tadeusz Joachimowski, clerk of Block 14A: “In the summer of 1941, most probably on the last day of July, the camp siren announced that there had been an escape. At the evening roll-call of the same day we of Block 14A were formed up in the street between the buildings of Blocks 14 and 17. 
“During the count it was found that three prisoners had escaped: one from our Block and the two others from other Blocks. Lagerfuhrer Fritzsch announced that on account of the escape of the three prisoners, ten prisoners would be picked in reprisal from the blocks in which the fugitives had lived and would be assigned to the Bunker [the underground starvation cell].”
Jan Jakub Zegidewicz takes up the story. “After the group of doomed men had already been selected, a prisoner stepped out from the ranks of one of the Blocks. I recognized Father Kolbe. Owing to my poor knowledge of German I did not understand what they talked about, nor do I remember whether Fr Kolbe spoke directly to Fritzsch.

“When making his request, Fr Kolbe stood at attention and pointed at a former non-commissioned officer known to me from the camp. It could be inferred from the expression on Fritzsch's face that he was surprised at Fr Kolbe's action. As the sign was given, Fr Kolbe joined the ranks of the doomed and the non-commissioned officer left the ranks of the doomed. Firtzsch had consented to the exchange. A little later, the doomed men were marched off in the direction of Block 13, the death Block.

Next week you can read the rest of the story of the martyrdom of our patron saint, Maximilian Kolbe.

In Christ,
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