Dear Friends in Christ,
Jesus and Satan had a contest to see who could write the best computer program to rule the world.  Peter was the referee, God the Father was the timekeeper.  
At the thunderclap, Jesus and Satan started typing furiously. When time was up,  lightning flashed and thunder boomed to end the contest.
“No fair!” Satan moaned.  “The lightning wiped out everything!”
Jesus re-booted his computer.  In a moment, his program came up on the screen.  Peter declared the winner, cheering, “Jesus saves!”
As plain as a bumpersticker, the heart of the Church’s preaching is “Jesus saves.” Although the Church has plenty to say about family, morality, and politics, all the church talk comes down to two words: Jesus Christ. 
Peter the Apostle preached, “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts of the Apostles 2:36).
The Church’s responsibility is to preach both morals AND faith. After all, Jews and Muslims follow the Golden Rule.  All faiths can agree that the genocide in Libya is a crime against humanity.  So how are Christians different?  
Christians are not people who just accept a religion. Christians are people who have a living relationship with Jesus Christ. Christians believe Jesus saves. 
The public interest in the trial of Casey Anthony is in part because 2-year old Caylee Anthony, her daughter, was murdered. Mothers and fathers want to know that the murderer of a child is brought to justice. They want to know that their own children are safe.
What does Jesus save you from? Let me tell you what he does not save you from. Jesus does not save you from crime. He does not save you from bad investments. He does not save you from poor health.
Jesus saves you from Satan’s lie that you are the master of your destiny. He saves you from wasting your life trying to save yourself.
What does Jesus save you for? Jesus saves you for abundant life.
“I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). Jesus died so that you might live fully alive.
This weekend over 70 children of St. Max receive their first communion. Christ gives to them his body and his blood that they might live abundantly. 
Let us pray for the children that they receive communion every week. Let us pray for them that they pray every day. Let us pray for their parents to teach their children the most important two words they can ever learn: Jesus saves.
In Christ,

PS Next weekend, bring your Stewardship Ministry Guide. You will have the chance to fill out a ministry commitment card at Mass.
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