Dear Friends in Christ,

Besides having the all-star player Dwight Howard, the Orlando Magic basketball team is in the NBA basketball play-offs because of their coach Stan Van Gundy.

Any player who excels in his sport needs a coach. Whether it is golf, tennis, football, or basketball, a coach makes all the difference between the amateur and the professional.


In the game of life, the most important game you will ever play, don’t you think you need a coach?


You may believe that you don’t need a coach. You are supposed to be your own player-coach. After all, who knows what is best for you than you yourself?


If it is true that you know what is best for you, then why do more than a few people say, “I should have finished school” or “I should not have spent so much time at work” or “I should not have bought that town house” or “I should not have married that guy” or “I should have spent more time with my kids.”


A basketball player without a coach makes bad plays.


Why spend another miserable day coaching yourself? Why play alone? Get in the game before the clock runs out.


The victory you seek begins with asking the Lord God to be your Head Coach. You simply ask God to take charge of your life. You let him call the plays. No matter what it takes or how it might change your game, you agree to do what he says. 

Here’s how you ask the Lord to be your coach:

Close your eyes. Say to God, “Lord, despite my best efforts, I have made some bad decisions that I regret. In my habits, my relationships, and my responsibilities with time and money, I’ve blown it. I’ve drifted away from you. I have wasted so much of life.”

Then say to God, “So I'm asking you to call the plays. Take charge of my life. No matter what it takes or how it might change my game, I will do what you say. I give you my family, my money, my health, my plans, even my regrets and my secrets. I give them all to you, because I trust you.”

Then listen. I think this is what God wants to say to you today.


“You matter to Me. I made you, remember? I know your sins, all of them. I love you all the same. After all, while you were still a sinner, I sent my Son Jesus to suffer and die for you. I want to share my own life with you.” 

The game is on.
In Christ,

PS The orientation for St Max newcomers is the first Saturday of every month. The next 2-hour orientation is Saturday, May 7. Call Kathy McGuinness 407-455-3404.
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