[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Friends in Christ,
On Saturday, Bishop Noonan confirmed over sixty young men and women of St. Max. He prayed over them,
“God our Father, complete the work you have begun and keep the gifts of your Holy Spirit active in the hearts of your people. Make them ready to live his gospel and eager to do his will. May they never be ashamed to proclaim to all the world Christ crucified living and reigning for ever and ever.”
In the Sacrament of Confirmation, our young men and women were confirmed in the Holy Spirit. The Spirit makes them more like Christ in bearing witness to the world.
Their preparation, in addition to two years of faith formation, included four sessions with their sponsors. They made a retreat at San Pedro Center, which is supported by Our Catholic Appeal.
We are grateful to Bishop Noonan, our new bishop. The Office of the Bishop, funded by Our Catholic Appeal, gives spiritual leadership to the Diocese of Orlando. The Bishop leads all of us, including our young men and women, to know, love, and serve the Lord.
For the families who made a pledge last weekend to Our Catholic Appeal, thank you! Your sacrifice supports the ministry of Bishop Noonan.
Our Catholic Appeal is like the parish offertory. The money that you put in the collection basket during Mass supports St. Max. The money that you pledge to Our Catholic Appeal supports the Diocese of Orlando.
St. Max does not receive money from Bishop Noonan. We do not receive any money from Bishop Noonan, let alone from the government, to operate parish ministries. On the contrary, we give money to the Bishop to support the ministries of the Diocese of Orlando.
If you did not make a pledge yet to Our Catholic Appeal, you can still fill out your pledge envelope. I ask each of you to pray about your blessings to help St. Max achieve our assessment of $69,605.
Even if you are not able at this time to make a pledge to Our Catholic Appeal, please write “zero” in the space for a pledge amount. Your response saves the cost to send letters to make sure everyone has had a chance to pledge. 
I was the Catholic Campus Minister at the University of Central Florida for six years. I met many bright and faithful young men and women seeking the Lord. They were asking themselves, “What is the Lord calling me to do with my life?”
Campus Ministry, funded through Our Catholic Appeal, continues to grow. Hundreds of UCF students attend a Sunday evening Mass on campus, make retreats, and share faith in scripture studies.
Because of Catholic Campus Ministry, our newly confirmed young men and women who go to UCF will meet other Catholics. Strengthened by each other, may they live out their Sacrament of Confirmation to answer the Lord’s call with their life.
In Christ,
