[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Friends in Christ,
Speaking openly about your faith can get you a lot of strange looks.
Last October, thirteen St. Max Why Catholic? groups met to share their faith. They read what the Bible said about prayer. They learned what the Church taught about prayer. They prayed. And they spoke about their faith freely.
The six-week adult formation program was launched throughout the Diocese of Orlando last October. Thousands of people in over fifty parishes in Central Florida came together in small Why Catholic? groups to learn about their faith.
One way to observe Lent is to join a Why Catholic? group. The topic for the six weeks is once again prayer. 
Although Why Catholic? is a four year program, you can start anytime. Meeting for six weeks each Lent and six weeks each October over four years, you will learn more about the sacraments, morals, and prayer.
With other members of St. Max in your Why Catholic? group, you will have a chance to reflect on the Lord’s love for you. Through Why Catholic?, you will grow in your friendship with the Lord.
The Secretariat of Evangelization of the Diocese of Orlando, funded from Our Catholic Appeal, directs the Why Catholic? process. It is just one of the ways the Diocese of Orlando leads us to friendship in Christ.
For the families who made a pledge last weekend to Our Catholic Appeal, thank you! Your pledge is a sacrifice. It’s money that you miss in these hard times. As much as daily prayer and fasting and works of mercy, sacrifice makes us holy. When you give as the Lord gives, you live the Mass.
Our Catholic Appeal is like the parish offertory. The money that you put in the collection basket during Mass supports St. Max. The money that you pledge to Our Catholic Appeal supports the Diocese of Orlando.
St. Max does not receive money from the Bishop. On the contrary, we give money to the Bishop. We support the mission and ministries of the Diocese of Orlando.
If you did not make a pledge yet to Our Catholic Appeal, you can still fill out your pledge envelope. I ask each of you to pray about your blessings to help your parish achieve its assessment of $69,605.
You may give stocks and matching gifts. A contribution from your retirement account can be made without incurring any income tax. You can use a credit card. You can spread your pledge over six months.
Even if you are not able at this time to make a pledge to Our Catholic Appeal, please write “zero” in the space for a pledge amount. Your response saves the cost to send letters to make sure everyone has had a chance to pledge. 
Speaking openly about your faith can get you strange looks. Putting your money where your mouth is, your actions speak even louder than words. May the Lord bless your sacrifice to share the Good News.
In Christ,
