[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Friends in Christ,
In their Pre-Cana weekend, young couples hear presentations from married couples. One presentation is about finances. Another presentation is about communication. Another presentation is about the sacrament of marriage.
After each presentation, the bride-to-be and the groom-to-be talk to each other about the presentation. Sometimes they learn new things about each other. They are always glad that they attended the Pre-Cana weekend.
The Pre-Cana weekend is one step in marriage preparation. It strengthens the bond of an engaged couple so that they can live out the promise they will soon make to each other before the Lord God and his church.
“I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honor you all the days of my life.”
When a couple keeps this promise, they are a sacrament. Their love for each other shows us how God loves us. In good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, God loves us. They show us God.
The Pre-Cana weekend is administered by the Office of Family Life of the Diocese of Orlando and funded by Our Catholic Appeal.
This weekend at Mass you heard a talk by our new bishop, Bishop John Noonan. He told us that 140,000 listeners and readers get Good News through the Catholic radio station Buena Nueva FM, and the Catholic newspapers El Clarin and The Florida Catholic, all funded by Our Catholic Appeal.
Bishop Noonan told us how the Diocese of Orlando brings hope to thousands of Haitian people whose homes and livelihood were destroyed by the earthquake in January 2010. The Refugee Resettlement program of Catholic Charities is supported by Our Catholic Appeal.
Our Catholic Appeal is like the parish offertory. The money that you put in the collection basket during Mass supports St. Max. The money that you pledge to Our Catholic Appeal supports the Diocese of Orlando.
St. Max does not receive money from the Bishop. On the contrary, we give money to the Bishop. We support the Diocese of Orlando.
Bishop Noonan asked you to make a pledge to Our Catholic Appeal.  With him, I ask each of you to pray about your blessings to help our Parish achieve our assessment of $69,605.
You need not put any money or check in the pledge envelope this weekend. Just fill in the front of the pledge envelope and indicate what amount you are going to give to Our Catholic Appeal.
You may give stocks and matching gifts. You can use a credit card. You can spread your pledge over six months.
Even if you are not able at this time to make a pledge to Our Catholic Appeal, please write “zero” in the space for a pledge amount. Your response saves the cost to send letters to make sure everyone has had a chance to pledge. 
On Valentine’s Day, couples celebrate their love. They have promised to be true to each other no matter what.
God has promised to be true to you no matter what. This is the Good News. May your sacrifice spread the Good News. 
In Christ,
