Dear Friends in Christ,
Just in time for Valentine’s Day, some answers to the mystery of love:
When is it ok to kiss someone? “When they're rich.”  Pam, age 7
How do you decide whom to marry? “You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff.  Like if you like sports, she should like it that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming.” Alan, age 10
What do you think your mom and dad have in common? “Both don't want no more kids.” Lori, age 8
How would the world be different if people didn't get married? “There sure would be a lot of kids to explain, wouldn't there?”  Kelvin, age 8 
How would you make a marriage work? “Tell your wife that she looks pretty even if she looks like a truck.” Ricky, age 10
 	
The greatest love story ever told is the story we tell. “God so loved the world....” so the story goes, “that he gave his only Son” (John 3:16).
Love is not just for Valentine’s Day. It’s what the Catholic Church is for. 
In his biography, Brother to a Dragonfly, Will Campbell was driving with his brother. Joe, struggling with drug addiction, turned to Will and asked,
“You’re a preacher, Will. Cut all the crap. In ten words, tell me what you preach.”
Will prayed from the heart. “We’re all bastards but God loves us anyway.”
His brother smiled. “You still have two words.”
The good news is that God loves us anyway. Isn’t that great news?
What do lovers do? Lovers give. Because he loves us, God gives us everything we have. Because he loves us, he gives us everything he has. 
God gave us his best gift. Better than flowers. Yes, better even than a box of chocolates. God gave us his best gift, Jesus Christ.
Not everyone knows God. His love for them is a wish unfulfilled.
Our Catholic Appeal helps Bishop Noonan, through the ministries of the Diocese of Orlando, to tell this love story.
You need not put any money or check in the pledge envelope this weekend. Just fill in the front of the pledge envelope and indicate what amount you are going to give to Our Catholic Appeal.
Let’s help Bishop Noonan show and tell how much God loves all of us anyway.
In Christ,
