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“You are the light of the world,” Jesus said to his disciples. “Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:16).
The light of Christ shines through us. In a world darkened from foreclosures,  shadowed by unemployment and clouded by uninsured illnesses, there is a light. The light is Jesus Christ.
How do you live the Mass?
Over sixty boys and girls of St. Max are preparing for their First Communion. Along with their parents, they are learning that Jesus Christ died and rose from the dead that they might live every day in intimate communion with him. They are preparing to receive in May the sacrament of communion with Christ the Lord.
The Diocese of Orlando Office of Religious Education developed the program to prepare our children for First Communion. The Office of Religious Education, funded by Our Catholic Appeal, supports our St. Max catechists with training and certification.
Our Catholic Appeal is like the parish offertory. The money that you put in the collection basket during Mass supports St. Max. The money that you pledge next week to Our Catholic Appeal supports the Diocese of Orlando.
The Diocese of Orlando is led by our new bishop. Bishop Noonan wrote, “During Our Catholic Appeal, you serve the Lord with your whole heart, your whole mind and your whole strength through your sacrifice.”
In other words, you live the Mass when you support the Diocese of Orlando through Our Catholic Appeal.
Next week you will get a chance to hear from Bishop Noonan. He will ask you to make your annual pledge to Our Catholic Appeal.  
With Bishop Noonan, I ask each of you to pray about your blessings to help St. Max achieve our assessment of $69,605 this year. Your sacrifice should be in proportion to God’s blessings to you.
St. Max has the privilege, with the help and guidance of the Diocese of Orlando, to form our children to know, love and serve the Lord. 
May the light of Christ entrusted to you burn brightly. May your sacrifice glorify our heavenly Father.
In Christ,
