Dear Friends in Christ,
Fred Craddock told how his mother took the family to church and Sunday school. His father did not go. When she came home, he complained about Sunday dinner being late.
Sometimes the preacher would stop by. Fred’s father would say, “I know what the church wants. Church doesn’t care about me. Church wants another name, another pledge, another name, another pledge. Right? Isn’t that the name of it? Another name, another pledge.”
Sometimes the evangelist from the revival would pay a call. Fred’s mother would stay in the kitchen, in fear of flaring tempers. Fred’s father would say the same thing. “The church doesn’t care about me. The church wants another name and another pledge.”
One time he didn’t say it. He was down to seventy-three pounds. They had removed his throat. They had burned him with x-rays. There was nothing else to do but wait. 
Potted plants and cut flowers covered the window sills. A stack of cards towered on his bedside table. A flower was on the food tray. All the flowers, cards, and blossoms were from person or groups from the church.
Fred read one card from the stack. His father, not able to speak, wrote on a Kleenex box a line from Shakespeare. He wrote, “In this harsh world, draw your breath in pain to tell my story.”
Fred asked, “What is your story, Daddy?”
And he wrote, “I was wrong.”

If all I heard at church was “Pledge,” I wouldn’t go to church. I could find other things to do on Sunday morning. 
The first task of the church is to proclaim the good news. And the news is good.
In the gospel, Jesus grasped the hand of the mother-in-law of Simon and helped her up. Her fever left her, and she waited on them. Jesus cured many who were sick. He drove out demons (Mark 1:29-39).
In Jesus, the power of God was doing something new. Sin and death no longer had the last word. In Jesus, we have our Savior and Lord.
This is the good news. We pledge to make this news heard especially to people like Fred’s father. 
This is the time of year when we make our pledge to Our Catholic Appeal. The money that you put in the offertory basket during Mass supports St. Max. The money that you pledge to Our Catholic Appeal supports the Diocese of Orlando.
St. Max does not receive money from Bishop Noonan. On the contrary, we give money to the Bishop to support the ministries of the Diocese of Orlando.
Our pledge is to put our money where our mouth is. Our pledge is to proclaim Jesus. “For this purpose I have come,” Jesus told his disciples. 
In Christ,
