[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Friends in Christ,
January 6, the twelfth day of the Christmas season, is Epiphany. Puerto Ricans know it as los Tres Reyes or the Feast of the Three Kings.
While the Gospel of Matthew 2:1-12 does not name the wise men who visit the newborn Jesus, tradition has made them representatives of the three major races, highlighting that the Messiah has come to all people:
Caspar, young and of darker hue, represents Asians. He carries frankincense to honor the divinity of Jesus;
Melchior, an old white man with a long white beard, represents Caucasians. He bears the gift of gold to honor the royalty of Jesus;
and Balthasar, a black man, represents Africans. He offers the burial herb myrrh to anticipate the suffering and death of Jesus.
A popular religious tradition for the feast of the Epiphany since the Middle Ages has been the blessing of homes with holy water and incense. 
To ask the Lord to bless your home, gather at the front door all the members of the home.
Begin with the sign of the cross, “In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”
Pray, “Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this home and all who inhabit it. Fill them with the light of Christ, that their concern for others may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”
One person chalks above the door “20 C+M+B 12” while another says, “The three wise men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, followed the star of God’s Son who became man two thousand and twelve years ago. May Christ bless our dwelling and remain with us throughout the new year.” Then you walk through your home, sprinkling the rooms with holy water.
The past year I have blessed dozens of homes. We’ve asked the Lord to bless front doors, bedrooms, kitchens, family rooms, dining rooms, decks, bathrooms, pets, stairs and even garages. Everything belongs to the Lord. Everything is dedicated to his purposes.
In blessing your home, you place your home and family under the Lord’s protection. You start the new year in his service.
The Lord revealed his Son to the nations by the guidance of a star. May the Lord lead us to his glory in heaven by the light of faith.
In Christ,
Fr. David 

PS Meet the Three Kings at St Max! Music, food, a live nativity and gifts from the Three Kings this Sunday afternoon, January 8 in the Stone Lakes Elementary School cafeteria from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Tickets are $5 for adults, free for children. 
