Dear Friends in Christ,

If you could sum up the Christian life in three words, you could say, “Live the Mass.” The Second Vatican Council taught that the Catholic Mass is the source and summit of our life. The Mass shapes who we are and what we do.

The Mass gathers us into one body to know, love, and serve the Lord. For the month of January, I will write about the Mass. 
The first part of the Mass gathers us. Beginning with the entrance hymn, we become one in voice and body. 
After the entrance hymn, we acknowledge that we are sinners when we say, “Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.” 
God gives us his mercy. With the angels who praised God before the shepherds keeping the night watch in the fields outside Bethlehem, we sing, “Glory to God in the highest” (Luke 2:14). 
We combine our prayers through Christ our Lord when together we say, “Amen.” Having gathered, we sit to listen to the word of the Lord. Next week I will say more about the Liturgy of the Word.
In gathering us, the Spirit connects us with each other. God converts you from seeing Church as a place where you go to seeing Church as a people where you belong. You are changed from an attender to a member, from a spectator to participator, from a bystander to belonger, from a consumer to contributor.
How do you live the Mass? You live the Mass when you connect with people. When you get involved in your school PTA, you are living the Mass. When you get to know your neighbors, you are living the Mass.
Our Florida bishops have made a statement on immigration. They are deeply concerned about our nation’s flawed immigration system. 

“This system divides families,” our Florida bishops wrote. “Backlogs and visa quotas for countries prevent immigrant citizens and legal permanent residents from bringing spouses, parents and minor children from overseas, a wait for some approaching 20 years” (http://www.flacathconf.org/).

In other words, our flawed immigration system is not living the Mass. It is anti-Mass!

Our nations’ bishops have long supported a particular aspect of immigration reform called the DREAM Act. The DREAM Act would provide a path to citizenship for thousands of young persons without legal status who were brought to the United States as children by their parents. 
Under the legislation, young people who complete two years of higher education or two years of military service and who were brought to the United States before the age of 16 and have been here for five years would be eligible for legal permanent residence and eventual citizenship.
The DREAM Act passed the U.S. House of Representatives 216-198, thanks to 208 Democrats and 8 Republicans who voted for the bill.  
On December 18, 2010, however, the U.S. Senate killed the DREAM Act. 36 Republicans, including Florida Senator George LeMieux, and 5 Democrats voted against the DREAM Act. 50 Democrats, including Florida Senator Bill Nelson, and 3 Republicans voted for the DREAM Act.

The DREAM Act would have been a step to live the Mass. Strongly supported by the U.S. bishops, it would have gathered young people who through no fault of their own live in legal limbo. It would have given them a path to join a nation of immigrants.
The prophet Isaiah foresaw the day when “nations all gather” (Isaiah 60:3). The Savior came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom. Representing the nations of the world, the magi followed a star to worship the newborn Savior.

To live the Mass means to gather together into one body. The Mass begins with unity. Next week, I will write more how our unity is founded on our conversion to Jesus Christ formed in the Liturgy of the Word.
In Christ,

Father David
PS Next Sunday afternoon we are having a Three Kings Celebration with food, music and family fun. Save the date!
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