Dear Friends in Christ,

Have you been in the new Avalon Church building? On Tanja King Boulevard next to Avalon Elementary School, Avalon Church is the big white building with the steeple.

Now is your chance to see it from the inside. Avalon Church is graciously hosting our Christmas concert. Dozens of our parishioners have been singing and playing and rehearsing for Friday, December 19.
When you go to our Christmas concert at Avalon Church, you will get an idea of what our Parish Community Center will look like. Like Avalon Church, it will have a large hall to seat up to 750 people. It will have a stage/sanctuary area and classrooms.

Unlike Avalon Church, we will not have only a couple of offices. Our priorities are space for worship, gathering, and faith formation. Our parish office remains at the rectory where I live and work and play.

Avalon Church is a non-denominational Protestant church. Pastor Dale Brooks is the pastor of Avalon Church. 

Under Pastor Brook’s leadership, their 500 or so members give $14,000 a week to their offertory. (In comparison, about 1,000 people attend our Catholic Masses at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Church yet give only half as much, $7,000 or $8,000, to the weekly offertory.)
Their church building is proof that they believe they are blessed by God. Putting their money where their mouth is, they committed themselves financially to share their blessings. 
Avalon Church has the motto, “We’re Your Church!” Its auditorium and meeting space are not just for its members. It provides meeting space for community groups and concert space for our Christmas concert. It shares parking with Avalon Elementary School. 

In the same way, our Parish Community Center will be a center for the entire community. As a ministry to the community, we will provide places for groups to meet and grow for the common good.

Hosting meetings and gatherings will bring people to the parish who might not otherwise come to a Catholic church. It’s a win-win arrangement.

More than a few people have said to me, “Father, I saw you have a new church building in Avalon Park.” I look forward to the day when I do not have to say, “No, what you saw was the Protestant Church.”
Let us give thanks for our brothers and sisters in Christ at Avalon Church for their generous hospitality to us. Even more, let us thank God for their faith in action. 
The Christmas Concert is Friday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m at Avalon Church. See you there with bells on!

In Christ,

Fr. David
