Dear Friends in Christ,

A newly married couple normally rents an apartment. After several years, when they need more space for children and dogs and when they have saved their pennies, they bite the bullet and buy a house.
Their starter house is not their dream house. One day they will have the pool and brick barbecue grill. For now, they raise their family in their starter home.

Our parish, from our beginnings in August 2006, has been living in the Stone Lakes Elementary School churcheteria. We rent the cafeteria for Mass. We rent portable classrooms for faith formation.

It’s time for a starter home of our own.
The Parish Community Center will seat about 750 people for Mass. It will have rooms for faith formation and community meetings, a kitchen for socials, a small pre-school, a chapel for daily Mass, and an adoration chapel for the Blessed Sacrament.

The land for the parish is across the street from Avalon Middle School in the south village of Avalon Park. Besides the Parish Community Center, we will build a ball field, playground, and basketball court for the community to use.

(The parish offices will stay for now at the rectory at 4013 Alcott Circle. Office space, although needed, is not as important as a place for worship and faith formation.)

Our stretch goal is to raise $1,250,000 in pledges which are paid over the next five years. Despite the worst economy in generations, job losses and foreclosures, we are more than halfway towards our goal!

Each week, you put your offertory envelope in the collection basket. The offertory pays for the salaries, rent, supplies, tithe, and cost of operating the parish. 

Each February, you make a donation to Our Catholic Appeal. Just as the weekly offertory funds the day-to-day operations of the parish, Our Catholic Appeal funds the day-to-day operations of the Diocese of Orlando.

The Alive in Christ campaign is a separate gift. Unlike the offertory and Our Catholic Appeal, the Alive in Christ campaign funds capital expenses in the parish and Diocese. 

The Parish Community Center will cost about $3,400,000. We owe $300,000 to the Diocese for the rectory mortgage. In Spring 2009, we will ask the Diocese to loan our parish $3,700,000 which we will pay back with interest over the next twenty years. Our loan request depends on the success of our Alive in Christ capital campaign.
All of us have belonged to churches built by others. We’ve benefited from the sacrifice and generous pledges of others. In a sense, we’ve been living in other people’s dream homes.

Churches aren’t paid for by the government. Churches aren’t paid for by the bishop. Churches are paid for by their people. We can’t pay back the past parishioners for their financial sacrifice to build parishes we have worshipped in. But we can pay it forward. 

One day we will build our dream home. After we pay off the Parish Community Center and the cost of site development, we can build a church sanctuary. For now, let us pay it forward and build our starter home.
In Christ, 
