Dear Friends in Christ,

I have bad news and good news about our Parish Community Center.

Okay, first the bad news: financing is delayed.
By financing, I mean the money we need to borrow to build. Just as you borrowed money to build or buy your house, the parish will borrow money to build our Parish Community Center.

For those of you who are into details, you can find out the financing details in the Update elsewhere in the newsletter.

For those of you who are normal and can care less about the details, the bottom line is that, unless you have $1.32 million lying around, the delay pushes groundbreaking from the beginning of 2010 to later in 2010. That’s the bad news.
The good news is that we still will build. It’s just later instead of sooner.  

There are two dozen other building projects in the Diocese. The Diocese has reassured me that our parish is a top priority. Once they have the money to lend us, we’re next in line.
More good news is that our Alive in Christ pledges continue. Recall that last Fall 2008 in the midst of national economic chaos, over 350 families in our parish pledged $1.4 million to Alive in Christ. This pledge shot far past our one million dollar goal. It shows your dedication to make this dream come true.
Many of you have made sacrifices to pay your pledge. You have held onto the used car longer. You have made shorter vacations closer to home. Cutting back on eating out, you have improvised more home-cooked meals for the family. You have switched from steak to chicken and from chicken to rice and beans.
My hope is that you are realizing the joy of giving. 

Through your pledge, you are building the foundation of a parish for generations who have not yet been born. 

The parish community center will be a place for a countless multitude to know the Lord, celebrate the Eucharist, and serve others as we follow the way of the Lord. 

Here people will find hope. In these worst of times, we are building a house of hope. A physical building that you can touch says to everyone, “You are not alone. God is with you.”

Alive in Christ helps the Diocese of Orlando extend hope. Through its share in Alive in Christ, the Diocese is building a Campus Ministry Center at the University of Central Florida. Hundreds of students gather every Sunday night for Mass in the UCF Student Union. The Campus Ministry Center will provide housing and gathering space to build up students in faith.
Another way Alive in Christ makes a difference is with vocations. Blake Britton, a member of our parish, began college seminary in August. He is in formation for the priesthood. May the Lord guide his studies.

Thank you for keeping the faith. The Israelites wandered for forty years in the desert before they finally arrived in the Promised Land. The Lord has given us thankfully a shorter path to our Parish Community Center. Although we are delayed, we will arrive soon and very soon.

In Christ,

Fr David
