Dear Friends in Christ,
I am very excited about our plans for our Parish Community Center.

As described at the three parish receptions this weekend, the Parish Community Center will be a home for our parish. It will seat about 750 people for Mass, have 12 rooms for faith formation and community meetings, a kitchen for socials, a chapel for daily Mass, and an adoration chapel for the Blessed Sacrament.
(The parish offices will stay for now at the rectory at 4013 Alcott Circle. Office space, although needed, is not as important as a place for worship and faith formation.)

Our goal is to raise $1,000,000 in pledges which are paid over the next five years. I am happy to tell you that despite the worst economy in generations, job losses and foreclosures, we are more than halfway towards our goal!
Many of you asked if the Parish Community Center will have child care facilities. Our Parish Community Center has the possibility of adding a Pre-School. 
Our campaign goal is $1,000,000. If we pledge $1,250,000 to our Alive in Christ campaign, we can afford to build four rooms for a pre-school. 
The pre-school would likely be for children ages 2-4, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. weekdays, and have some structure during the day. The rooms would be used for babysitting during evening meetings and for child care during Mass. 
Building the pre-school rooms now would save tens of thousands of dollars. Plus our children (and parents) will enjoy the facilities more!
The Parish Community Center with the child care facilities will cost about $3,400,000. We also owe $300,000 for the rectory. In Spring 2009, we hope to ask the Diocese to loan our parish $3,700,000 to pay back with interest over the next 20 years.
It’s a lot of money. My test has been the Sleep Test. Can I sleep at night with a $3,700,000 mortgage? Seeing how committed and passionate you are for the parish, my answer is, “Yes!”
I have pledged $20,000 towards the campaign. It is a sacrifice for me. But I believe that through sacrifice, the Lord works wonders. His sacrifice on the cross has saved the world.
I ask you to consider your own sacrificial gift. Count your blessings and take a step in faith. Consider not a pledge that you are comfortable with. Consider a pledge that causes you discomfort. How often in life are we given a chance to make the sacrifice for something bigger than ourselves?

The sooner we reach our goals and the more we can show our support, the better loan terms we can get from the Diocese and the sooner we can break ground. More people will join the parish and make pledges, so that all have the opportunity to say, “I helped build our parish!”
In Christ,
