Dear Friends in Christ,

Welcome to our new Mass schedule!

We’ve changed the Mass schedule to accommodate growth in our parish. 

Part of the growth is in the Hispanic community. In addition to Sunday morning Mass at family friendly times of 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., we are adding a Sunday Mass at 12:15 p.m. in Spanish. 
The weekly Mass in Spanish begins Sunday August 17. To have a “soft” introduction, we will have a Mass in Spanish at 12:15 p.m. on Sunday June 15th and Sunday July 20th.
Many thanks to Milly Alvarado, Gioconda and Miguel Perez for recruiting liturgical ministers to serve at the new Mass in Spanish.

Another strategy to deal with more people, besides changing our Mass schedule, is to add chairs.
The cafeteria benches seat about 300 people comfortably. Ninety padded chairs are neatly stacked in the rectory garage waiting to provide more seating. The challenge is to set the chairs up on Friday evening and store the chairs every Sunday afternoon. This is a lot of work for the Movers Ministry.

Currently, Mike Carroll and two or three others faithfully set up the churcheteria every Friday at 6:00 p.m. Unless more people help, they cannot set up the extra chairs. More people will have to stand through Mass, and some will not bother to come to Mass at all. If you want to get some light exercise and make a visible and real difference, call Patti Teal at 407-275-6634.
That’s the plan for now. Moving to a bigger facility is not an option. Other churches use Avalon Middle School and Timber Creek High School. Expect to be in Stone Lakes Elementary School for several more years. 
The long-term plan is in a few years, God willing, to build a multipurpose building. The property we are interested in is the field across the street from Avalon Middle School on Mailer Boulevard in Avalon Park.
Our site planning committee has met every other Monday evening at the rectory dining room table for the past eighteen months. That’s a lot of meetings and planning. Dick Gentner is the chair, David Munoz and Doug Lack are in construction management, Jeff McComas and Chad Forsyth are architects, and Dave Schmitt is doing our civil engineering pro bono.
This fall we will have a capital campaign. Through the campaign, you can make a pledge for the building construction. The capital campaign determines how much building we are able to build. The diocese does not pay for our building. The diocese will loan us money which we pay back with interest.

Look for more information this summer about the capital campaign and building plans. In all these plans, let us keep before us the reason for our efforts:
“Anointed by the Holy Spirit, St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Church welcomes all to know Jesus Christ, celebrate the Eucharist and serve others through selfless stewardship as we follow the way of the Lord.”
In Christ,
